The Wesleyan

Pastor : Steve Loft Brazil First United Methodist Church January /February2012

Prayerfully Being There for God

Both January and February of 2012 have “beginning” themes. Every January brings the beginning of a
new year with all of its possibilities and promises. | have made comments recently about not having made
significant new-year’s resolutions. | have set some goals for myself as 2012 arrived (maybe that is what
resolutions are). But | had a tendency to down-play resolutions for myself this year. That may not be such
a good thing. Upon further consideration, it occurs to me that Christians should be leading the way in re-
solve and hope for the future. We see what can be, and we consider how they could become a reality.
That could be one of the benefits of new-year’s resolutions.

Many Christians make New Year’s resolutions about improving their devotional lives—personal prayer
and Bible reading. Developing lives of prayer is our focus for the weeks leading up the Lenten Season.
Let me encourage you to join in studying the Lord’s Prayer for the next few weeks. This can also be an
opportune time for inviting a friend or family member to grow with us in prayer.

February presents another “beginning” with Ash Wednesday (Feb 22nd) and the beginning of the Lenten
Season. The United Methodist Book of Worship expresses it this way.

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday
and ends on Holy Saturday (the day before Easter). ...Historically, Lent began as a
period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts (new Christians) and then
became a time for penance by all Christians.

Penance and repentance come from the same root words. They involve making a new start or turning
away from sin and back to God. Sometimes people think of penance as a penalty or a way of making up
for sin. | struggle with that understanding, because there is no way to make up for sin. We were made to
live in perfect communion with God. That was the basic expectation. To make up for something done
wrong, we would have to do more that the basic expectation, but that would be impossible. What more
can we do than live in perfect communion with God? That is why we needed Jesus, the perfect payment
for sin.

Whatever penance we perform during Lent is nothing more that the concerted and intentional effort to do
what we should be doing all along, and what we set out to do when we turned from sin to Jesus for for-
giveness and new life. Lent is a reminder to be intentional about repentance. Some may think | am over-
simplifying, but to think that we can earn a right relationship with God by penance is an insult to the blood
of Christ that cleanses us from all sin.

| am not advocating the abolition of Lent. To the contrary, my desire is to encourage and share a Lenten
Season that is intentionally centered in the Good News that “God loved the world so much that he gave

his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17 NIV)

Such merciful provision from God deserves our utmost attention, devotion, and obedience. Join me in
sharing a holy Lent; set aside God in Christ Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let's be there for God.
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Prayer Concerns

i Pel Remember our Cla_ly _County Benevolence
Dave Morge g#iﬁg;ngﬁthy tothe  cpt-in friends: Ministry Annual Report
Rosie Puff . Cloverleaf Jan. 1, 2011-Dec. 31, 2011
Jack Moody Dobbie Dobson Blanche Norris
Betty Warren Everett Woll Applications 162 families
Mae Evan Sh St Norma Thompson

ae =vans orry 5 evenson Helen Rentschler Approved 120 families
Nancy Biggs Chloe Chalos Sherman Butts PP
Patricia Jo Howard ~ Muretsel Wolf Carol Butts Denied 42 families
Sam Garlits Lori Bear Hazel McDermont
Juanita Boyce Susan Brentlinger Mae Evans Total Dollars $14,118.15
Chris Sells Exceptional Living (average $117.65 per family)
g??&%&(loon Maxine Boyce

IC Ins Virginia Evans
?a”e. M%Daneld Please contact the church Electric $ 7,206.45

raci Miller office if you have a prayer At Home Rent/Mortaage 4.308.00
Kim Funk concern: i Helen Withers Water gag g ,956.71
George Carter brazilfirst@frontier.com Shirley Toney Food $ 475'00
Nancy Ewing or Lucille Loy Medical $ 7275
Ellen Miller phone: §12-443-2231 Sue Frangis Misc $ 210.00
Stff"g Sl‘ltee'e Betty Warren Various $ 180.34
#/Ieicheﬁe Engle Gasoline $ 195.00
Beth Pease Fuel Qil $ 513.90

Youth Schedule
Shaun Short
Youth Leader

Jr. High Youth will meet on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 in the church basement.
Sr. High Youth will meet on Sunday evenings at 7:00 in the church basement

Juniors, Seniors and College Students will meet on Thursday evenings for bible study. Check
with Shaun for location.

Flowers

I you wish to honor or memorialize a person or event with flowers for the altar on Sunday morning
you should (1) Sign up on the schedule in the Connection Center (2) You will then be responsible to
purchase the flowers and deliver them to the church (3) Let us know if you want anything printed in
the bulletin acknowledging the flowers.



— 2012 Budget

Pastoral Support Programs
Salary 62,291.00 Education 2,000.00
Pension—CRSP Benefit 7,786.30 Fellowship 1,750.00
Pension—CRSP Contribution 2,335.90 Worship 2,280.00
CPP 2,335.90 Leadership 150.00
Insurance 12,480.00 Youth 500.00
Accounts Reimbursable 5,600.00 Missions 200.00
Total 92,829.10 Athletic Fees 300.00
VBS 1,500.00
Lay Staff Evangelism 400.00
Secretary 17,971.28 Communications 900.00
Janitor 11,749.79 Vision/Small Groups 250.00
Choir Director 4,713.62 Staff/Parish 200.00
Organist 4,713.62 Total 10,430.00
Youth Leader 10,400.00
FICA/Medicare 5,713.41 Total Budget 246,025.67
Substitutes 500.00
Lay Staff Travel 700.00
Nursery 2,988.80
Treasurer 10,116.05 .
Children’s Coordinator 4,000.00 2011 Stewardship Report
Total 73,566.57 1st Quarter:
o Average Weekly Giving $4,072.13
Buildings Total 1st Quarter Giving $48,865.54
Workman,s Comp 950.00 2nd Quarter:
Utilities—Church 16,000.00 Average Weekly Giving $3,134.45
Utilities—Parsonage 3,600.00 Total 2nd Quarter Giving $45,870.86
Custodial Supplies 1,400.00 3 Qua,&t\%r:age Weekly Giving $4,167.19
'“;;Swance 4,500.00 Total 3rd Quarter $58,378.81
a!ntenance—Church 5,000.00 4th Quarter as of Dec 18
Maintenance—Parsonage 300.00 Average Weekly Giving $4,476.34
Lawn Care/Snow Removal 1,000.00 Total 4th Qtr to date $55,249.99
Fire Inspection Fee 150.00
Total 32,900.00 Total to date $208,365.20
Conference District
Tithe 21,500.00 ?::%nuda?:e (r;e
District 4,200.00 .
25.700.00 Average Worship 171
Average Sunday School 48
Office Operations
Office Supplies 2,300.00 2nd Quarter
EgSt'ggneent/Soft are 4 28888 Average Worship e
ui W ,600.
Telephone 1.850.00 Average Sunday School 30
Audit 550.00
Subscriptions 500.00 3rd Quarter .
Total 10,600.00 Average Worship 210
Average Sunday School 48

4th Quarter
Average Worship 214
Average Sunday School 39




January Birthdays

Jan 2
Jan 3
Jan 4

Jan 7
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 15
Jan 17
Jan 18
Jan 19
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 22

Jan 23
Jan 25
Jan 26
Jan 27
Jan 29
Jan 31

Ethan Hulse

Macy Brinkman

Brad Miller, Jane Robbins,
Alan Schrader

Marcelene Nussel

Darrin Myers

Cole Stoia

Virginia Evans, Nick French
Nancy Jenks

Karen McQueen

Marla Modesitt, Bethany Phyne
Parker Johnson

Helen Allen, Amanda Hulse
Janelle Huber

Amelia Toney

Tony Bowles, Caroline Koehler,
Chris Funk

Brittany Johansen

Wayne Morlan

Sophia Modesitt

Charlotte Pickett

Betty Warren

Jaiden & Lauren Goodrich

January Anniversaries

Jan 07
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 22
Jan 27

Jason & Heather Campbell
Ron & Ann Gibson

Michael & Janetta England
Bill & Lorna Gardner

William & Shawnette Szekely
Marvin & Mary Anne Gossett

Please contact the church office if you do not
see your birthday or anniversary listed. You
may call Linda at 443-2231 or email the church
at brazilfirst@frontier.com.

Celebrations

Feb 01
Feb 02

Feb 03
Feb 04
Feb 06
Feb 07
Feb 11

Feb 12
Feb 13
Feb 14
Feb 16
Feb 20
Feb 21
Feb 23

Feb 25
Feb 28
Feb 29

February Birthdays

Betty Green

Jeremy Jones, Brinley Deakins,
Mara Parkins

Deanna Minnick

Traci Miller

Jean Bowles

Andy Thomas, David Breitweiser
Christina Schrader, Zachary Szekely,
Hunter Johnson

Martha Buck

Chuck Hamilton

Valerie Killion

Troy McQueen

Geri Freeman

Millicent France, Cassie Parkins
Dick Raab, Randy Koehler,
Marty Beasley, Kylee Bosstick
Harriet Sneddon

Ella Drake

Roberta Smith

February Anniversaries

Feb 09
Feb 14
Feb 17
Feb 19
Feb 28

Rex & Judy Hane
Carver & Rita Rose
Michael & Linda Goda
Bill & Hazel Morthland
Bob & Betty Palm

New Member Orientation
January 15th - February 19th

Beginning January 15th there will be a
New Member class for persons interested
in becoming professing members of Brazil
First UMC. The class will be held during
the Sunday School hour and will meet in
the downstairs area next to the south west
stair case. If you are interested in partici-
pating please contact Pastor Steve.
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Church Council
Greg Runyon, Chr.
Rex Bedwell, Vice Chr.
Sharon Koehler—Lay Leader

Shaun Short—Lay Mbr. Annual Conf.

Linda Minnick-Financial Secretary
Ann Gibson—Treasurer

Jim Minnick—Building Superintendent

Roberta Weliever—Education
Carol Swearingen—Caring Ministry
Steve Loft—Pastor

Mauri Modesitt—Pastor/Staff Parish
Andy Goshen—Finance

Robbie Mitchell—Worship

Angela Coil—Evangelism

Andy Thomas—Endowment
Harriet Sneddon—At Large
Roxanna Yocom—At Large

Ben Thomas—At Large

Lay Leadership Team
Pastor Steve Loft, Chr
Mary Anne Gossett
Mauri Modesitt
Larissa Goshen
Norma Winn
Shaun Short

Scholarship Team
Mauri Modesitt, Chr.
Ellen Packard
Rita Rose
Roberta Weliever
Mary Anne Gossett

Staff Parish Relations Team
Mauri Modesitt, Chr.
Mary Anne Gossett
Fred Whitkanack
Doug Heck
Kristen Beasley
Sharon Koehler
Marci Hagan
Joanna Connors
Lisa Deakins
Jason Jones

Trustees
Rex Bedwell, President
Frank Mitchell, Vice Pres.
Susie Freeman, Secretary/Treasurer
Jim Pickett
LeRoy Howes
Brian Thomas
Jim Minnick, Bldg. Superintendent

2042 Ofieers
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Education Team
Roberta Weliever, Chr.
Chris Pestoff
Shaun Short
Amy Jones
Monica Wallace
Pat Edris
Julie Marietta
Danna Johnson
Norma Winn
Geri Freeman
Kristen Beasley
Autumn Drake

Stewardship & Finance Team
Andy Goshen, Chr.
John Coughanowr
Rex Bedwell
Linda Minnick
Ann Gibson
Frank Mitchell
Wilmadean Baker
Shaun Short
Greg Runyon
Mauri Modesitt
Sharon Koehler

Worship Team
Robbie Mitchell, Chr.
Autumn Drake
Jerry Morgan
Janice Modesitt
Randy Koehler
Francie Stevens
Ben Thomas
Charlotte Pickett
Lori Smith
Shaun Short

Evangelism Team
Angela Coil, Chr.
Wilmadean Baker
Cindy Junker
Tricia Junker
Kay Wegner
Beth Moody
Darlene Phillips

Mission Team
Shawn & Lea Cullison, Co-Chrs.
Marty Beasley
Sean Drake
Brian Thomas
Greg & Darlene Phillips

Endowment Team
Andy Thomas, Chr.
Kim Stearley
Jeff Deakins
Junior Goshen
Susie Freeman

Vision Team
Sharon Koehler, Chr.
Janna Short
Marci Hagan
Roberta Weliever
Greg Runyon
Rex Bedwell
Shaun Short

Parsonage Team
Marty Beasley
Marci Hagan
Jason Jones

Adult Ministries Team
Sharon Koehler, Chr.
Jennifer Smith
Shaun Short
Kirk Freeman
Marilyn Bowers
Floy Galbraith

1 Peter 4:10

As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stewards
of God's varied grace:

Thank you to those who
have volunteered to
serve on these
committees!
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
201 N MERIDIAN STREET
BRAZIL, INDIANA 47834

Nonprofit Organization
U S POSTAGE
PAID
Permit #9

Brazil, IN 47834

@ay Worship

9:00 a.m. Traditional

If you like organ music, liturgy, and singing your favorite hymns,
this is the service for you

11:00 a.m. Contemporary

Led by a Praise Team this upbeat service includes
popular praise choruses, hymns.

Sunday School for all ages at
10:10 a.m.

Our Staff:
Pastor
Choir Director
Organist
Youth Leader
Nursery
Treasurer
Custodian
Secretary

Open Hands Preschool Staff:

Director
Assistants

Steve Loft
Charlotte Pickett
Jerry Morgan
Shaun Short
Christine Pestoff
Ann Gibson

Jim Minnick
Linda Minnick

Christine Pestoff
Amy Jones, Linda Goda
Sarah Lawrence

Preschool Phone: 812-443-2230

Contact us:

Church Office  812-443-2231

Email: brazilfirst@frontier.com

Website:

brazilfirstumc.org




